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10 Sydney Marquand     14 Drew Shook 
17 Carson Dewalt     28 Ricco Hoover 
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December 4th – Ben & Lin Reavis�
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There will be NO fellowship dinner after 
worship service on the 14th due to the  
Adult Christmas Fellowship  
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This is a great opportunity for the training of new officers, the 
renewal of current officers, as well as, a wonderful time of 
fellowship.  Whether you are an active or inactive elder or 
deacon, or whether you believe that you are called to serve as 
an elder or deacon in the future, we encourage your 
participation in this event. 
 
Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9:30 – 10:00 am 
1st Session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 – 11:00 am 
Break . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 – 11:15 am 
2nd Session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:15 – 12:15 pm 
Lunch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12:15 – 1:15 pm 
3rd Session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1:15 – 2:15 pm 
Break . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2:15 – 2:30 pm 
4th Session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2:30 – 3:30 pm 
 
Reservations need to be made by January 26th.  If you would 
like to attend, please let Pastor Gilbert know. 
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December 7th - Regular youth  
December 14th, 21st, 28th – No Youth 
Youth Lock-In—December 12th – 13th  
Dec. 31st —Youth  New Year’s Eve Game Night!  Bring your 
favorite game, snack and drink.  9pm – 1am 
Thanks to all those who joined us at Operation Christmas Child 
on November 29th!  It was a good time! 
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Wednesday, January 28 
Friday & Saturday, January 30 & 31, 2009 

Cost: $30 per student 
 
          Middle School              High School 
Speaker:  Jeremy Kingsley  Speaker:  Brody Holloway 
Worship Band:  Chris Orr  Worship Band:  Topher 
 
Final reservations need to be in by January 15, 2009.  If you are 
going, let Ron and Jackie know ASAP. 
More information @ www.180weekend.com 
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Providence Women’s Ministries will be having a table at the 
Farmer’s Market Craft Show on December 13th.  All baked goods 
are to be brought to the church December 12th by 5pm (we want 
them fresh!).  Cookies, bring in a plastic container, brownies – 
bring in the pan you baked them. Leave cakes whole.  Friday 
evening, Dec. 12th, anyone who is available to help package the 
items, please let Tammy know.  We have special holiday bags, 
ribbons and tags for the items to follow the health regulations for 
the sale.  This is a great opportunity to invite people to 
Providence!  Saturday morning, the 13th, if anyone would like to 
help at our table, see Tammy or Trummer.     
 

Farmer’s Market 
E. Long Ave, Gastonia 

Holiday Craft Show/Bake Sale 
December 6th – 13th  

7 am – noon 
 
 



A Message from Pastor Gilbert. . . 
 
       One of my favorite movies is “What A Wonderful Life.”  
However, it is such a favorite that I’ve grown weary of watching it.  
Does that mean that it’s not one of my favorites anymore?  I don’t 
think so, but it does mean that I don’t watch it as regularly (once a 
year) as I once did.  You probably know the story – George Banks 
falls on hard times and expresses to an angel that he wishes he had 
never been born.  The angel, Clarence, hoping to get his wings, grants 
the wish and the rest of the story centers around George’s life, though 
no one knows him, and his growing appreciation for the life he once 
had.  (Warning! Spoiler ahead!!)  His life is restored at the end and 
Clarence gets his wings! 
        How many times have you wondered what it would be like if you 
had never been born?  Or, how many times have you wondered what it 
would be like if you had been born as someone other than who you 
are?  I suspect most of us play those games in our mind, but if you 
never have, don’t tell me because I think I’m just like everybody else!  
But let’s think about a different scenario: what if we lived in a time 
and place that did not celebrate Christmas?  What would that be like?  
Would you still celebrate Christmas?  How would you celebrate 
Christmas?  When would you celebrate Christmas?  When you begin 
to look at Christmas from that viewpoint, suddenly you have to 
consider what is/are the most critical aspects of Christmas. 
        Now, go celebrate Christmas like that.  And, may it be merry and 
bright! 
 
 

 
The Angel Tree is the fellowship hall, stop by and 
take a tag!  Many of the requests are being filled 
by gift cards.  Have all items returned under the 
tree (gift wrapped) by December 21st.  Place gift 
cards in envelopes on the tree. 

 
 
 
 

 

You missed it! ������ �����	������ �����	������ �����	������ �����	  and the Jubilee 
Birthday Party!  
 
Sorry if you missed out on the program on November 22nd; the Jubilee 
Birthday party and Crazy Praize performed by Jewels for Jesus. 
   The two missionaries for Jubilee are supported completely by the 
Women’s Ministries of the ARP (but we will take men money too!).  It 
is not too late to make your contribution to this ministry.  If you would 
like to contribute, give your donation to Michelle Marquand, treasurer 
of the Women’s Ministries of our church. 

 
 
 
 


